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Extraordinary  Events  the  Doings  of  God  ^  and 
marvellous  in  pious  Eyes, 
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S  E  R   M   O  N 

At  the 

South  Church  in  Bofton,  N.  E. 

On  the 

General  Thanksgiving, 

Thurfday,  July  18,    1745. 

Occarion*d  ' 

fiy  taking  the  City  of  Louijbourg  on  the  Ifle 
of  Cape-Breton^  by  New-England  Soldiers,  aliifted 
by  a  Britijb  Squadron. 

By  "THOMAS    PRIfJCE,  M.  A. 

And  one  of  the  Paftors  of  the  faid  Church. 

'     '    >  

Pfal.  xcviii.  i,  2.    O  fing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  Stng^  for 
He  hath  done  marvellous  Things :  His  Right  Hand,  and 
his  holy  Arm  hath  gotten  Him  the  Vi£fory :   The  Lord 
hath  made  known  his  Salvation^   his  Righteoufnefs  hath  ' 
He  openly  Jhewed  in  the  Sight  of  the  Heathen* 
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To  His  Excellency 


William  Shirley^  Efq; 

Captain  General  and  Governor  in 
Chiefi  in  and  over  his  Majesty's 
Province  of  the  Majfachujetts- 
Bay  in  New-Englandy  and  Vice- 
Admira!  of  the  fame. 


OUR  Excellency  ht-' 
ing,  under  the  Di- 
vine Conduct,  the 
principal  Former  and 
Tromoter  of  the  prof" 
perous  Expedition  to 
Cape-Breton ;  of  fuch  yaft  Impor- 
tance to  the  Trade,  Wealthy   and 


- ;, ,    -  -.« , 


DEDICATION. 

IPoWer  of  Great  Brit  cutty  as  well  as 
Safety  of  Her  American  Colonies  ; 
and  fo  much  to  the  Glory  where- 
with GOD  has  crown'd  his  Ma- 
jesty's happy  Reign : 

The  following  Sermon 

V 

is,  in  Gratitude  and  Juftice,  \ 
y^ith  all  Submiffion, 


Dedicated 


By 


Tour  Excellency's 
Moji  Obliged,     r 

i 

Obedient^     ^    . 

Humble  Servant  ^ 
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Thanksgiving 

S    F    R    M    O    N. 


PsAL.  cxviii.  23. 

This  is  the  LoKD*s  Doing!  It  is  marvellous 

in  our  Eyes!    . 

I T  H  O  U  T  any  Reference  to  the  prime 

and  particular  View  of  the  Words ;  I  fhdl 

^^J  W  t^  "o^  °nty  obfenre  the  General  Truth  repre- 

^&t<H^t^  fented  in  them,   and  then  apply  it  to  the 

•c^c^^iMi  Special  Occafion  of  the  joyous  Solemnity  of 


Special  Occafion  of  the  joyous  Solemnity 
the  prefent  Day. 

For,  the  General  Truth  exhibited  in  the  Text  is  this  — 
that  fome  extraordinary  Events,  without  being  properly 
term*d  miraculous,  have  fuch  lively  Charafters  of  their 
being  the  Doings  of  God,  as  they  are  evidently  {0  to  un- 
prejudiced and  careful  Obfervers,  and  appear  marvellous 
in  their  pious  Eyes. 

By  fome  extraordinary  Events^  I  mean  fome  remarka- 
ble Ones  in  the  natural  and  moral  World,  even  in  th.(i 
prefent  Ages  as  well  as  the  former,  which  greatly  afFe£t 
human  Societies  or  particular  Perfons,  efpecially  the  People 
pf  God  ,  and  thefe  Events  connected  with  the  various 
Means  and  Caufes  leading  to  them. 

^^  Events  not  ynlitl^  tcrnCd  Tn\racukw\  I  mean,  wheo 
\  •"  •      A  4  ••   Goj» 
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God  does  not  appear  to  work  on  his  Creatures  in  a  Man- 
ner contrary  to  the  ufuai  IVays  of  his  Working,  Jiugly'm 
theoifelvM  confl^'d. 

And  by  dteir  mnti%fuch  lively  CbaraSlert  of  their  being 
the  Doingt  «/God,  at  they  are  evidently  Jo  to  unprejudiced 
eind  careful  Ob  fervors  i  I  mean,  thefe  Chara^ers  are  di- 
ftinguifhingly  bright  and  legible  to-fuch  qualified  Perfons : 
Or  if  they  are  inadvertent,  or  under  a  Prejudice  j  thev  are 
not  like  to  fee  them  to  be  Uie  Doings  of  God,  much  le(s 
admire  them  in  a  pious  Manner,  or  yield  him  the  Glory 
of  thenu    See  Pfal,  xcii.  4,  *—  6. 

But  to  clear  this  Truth,  we  muft  confider  thefe  three 
General  Heads^  a^  the  Time  allows.  -—         ,   ,  »->^ 

1.  In  what  Manner  may  the  fovereign  God  be  faid  to 
operate  ufually  among  his  Creatures. 

>■'>' ■         ■  ..•.....-.  ,  ^^.» 

2.  When  have  his  providential  Operations  fuch  lively 
Characters  of  their  being  his  Doings, 

3.  The  pious  Admirations  they  fhould  raife  up  in  us, 
and  which  they  happily  raife  if  we  are  duly  difpofcd. 

I.  In  what  Manner  may  the  fovereign  God  be  faid  to 
operate  ufually  among  his  Creatures. 

And  here  we  muft  needs  obferve  ;  that  as  there  are  three 
Sorts  of  Creatures  or  created  Subftances,  viz.  Corporeal^ 
Spiritsdalf  z3KiCmfos*dofBoth  ;  fo  there  is  a  different  Sort 
or  Operation  of  Goo  upon  and  among  them. 

I,  In  his  Operation  on  merely  corporeal  or  material  Sub- 
fiances  -*~  He  not  only  by  his  continual  Influence,  preferves 
them  in  their  Being,  Nature  or  eflential  Properties  of  Soli- 
dity,  Extfitjion^  i^c,  which  he  has  been  pleas'd  to  give  them; 
but  to  this  Influence  he  alfo  feems  to  add  his  further  ufual 
Operation  in  thefe  three  different  Manners,  viz. 

(i)  In  continually  caufmg  all  material  Subftances  to  in- 
cline towards  each  other,  in  regular  Proportions  to  their 
Quantities  and  Diftances :  Which  is  commonly  called  tho 
Law  or  Power  of  >^//ra<;?/fl«  or  Gravity. 

(2)  When  they  come  to  a  certain  Nearnefs,  he  by  9 

contrary  Operation  moves  them,  in  regular  Proportion^  al- 

,  *    -  •         ■   '  fo. 
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lb,  tofy  •ff:  Which  is  conunonlv  called  the  Law  or  Power 
fjf  RtpuificH -f  without  which  all  material  Subftances  og 
£artb  wou'd  foon  imite  in  one  folid  Body. 
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(3)  When  they  are  forced  within  a  certain  Nearnefs^ 
he  by  a  different  Operation  makes  them  mcve  and  join  to- 
gether in  certain  Degrees  of  Power :  Which  is  commonly 
called  the  Law  or  Power  of  Cohafton  }  without  which 
there  would  be  no  fuch  Thing  as  Union  or  G>haercnce  in 
material  Subftances. 

And  thefe  are  called  the  three  prime  and  general  Laws  of 
Nature  in  the  material  World  ;  whereby  he  chiefly  appears 
to  govern  it.  But  yet  it  is  moft  evident  that  he  confines  not 
hiimelf  to  thife :  For  he  plainly  operates  in  divers  other 
Manners  on  the  Plantts,  Conuts^  Rays  ef  Light -,  as  alfo 
in  the  Cafes  of  EUSIricityy  Magnttijm^  Celdj  Heaty  iic» 
Which  are  fo  many  various  Ways  of^his  Operation^,  .teed- 
ful  for  the  Schemes  of  Providence,  and  the  Bleifing  and 
Chaftizing  of  the  World. 

?And  in  the  different  Proportions  of  all  the  various  Powers 
and  Adions  abovementioned,  there  is  no  doubt  amazing 
Wifdom ;  which  I  leave  the  Learned,  of  Leifure,  to  conTider. 

To  which  we  muft  likewife  add,  that  for  the  perfect  Gc* 
vernment  of  all  Things  here  below,  in  a  due  Accommoda*- 
tion  between  the  material  and  the  moral  World,  for  the 
latter  of  which  ihs  former  is  made,  prcferv'd  and  govern'd.; 
-—It  is  d|^ubtlcfs  needful,  that  the  abfolutely  fovereign,  wift 
and  omniprefent  Lord,  Proprietor,  and  Ruler  of  all^ 
ibould  referve  to  himfelf  the  juft  Liberty,  either  mediately 
by  brutal  Animals,  Men  or  Angels ;  or  where  their  Powers 
are  infufficient  to  anfwer  his  wifeDefigns,  by  h\s  immediate 
Influence  (which  tho'  unfeen  by  Men,  may  bewiecn  by  An*- 
gels)  to  move  and  order  all  material  Subftances  this  way 
or  the  other,  as  He  fees  beOr. 

And  it  feems  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  the  infinite  God, 
who  is  abfolute  and  all -original  Life  and  Power,  fhould  con* 
ftantly  afford  to  Jngels  and  Men,  yea  to  the  moft  minute 
Jnimalcuky  the  Power  of  moving  material  Subftances  even 
contrary  to  the  abovementioned  Laws  of  Nature  every  Mo-^ 
menti  yea  that  he  fhould  be  continually  making  Millions  of 
Animals  with  fuch  a  Power  as  this ;  and  yet  confine  himfelf 
from  doing  as  much  as  they,  by  his  immediate  Power. '  Thus 
for  Inilance,  he  now  afibrds  me  by  a  fmgle  Breath  the  Power 
of  moving  Millions  of  Atoms  upwards  againfl  the  Laws 
cf  Gravity :   And  can  we  imagine  that  this  great  and  uni- 
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verfal  Agent  has  confined  himfelf  from  doing  as  Much 
upon  all  Occaficiis,  by  his  immediaUy  the' y^^r// Influence? 
Or  even  infinicely  more  than  this :  As  in  raiflng,  turning, 
allaying  Winds  and  Seas,  and  numberlefs  other  Operations, 
where  other  Powers  inferior  to  his  arc  infufficient  to  cdm« 
pafs  his  Defigns.  ' 

So,  in  Srrfpturgy  the  vaft  Varieties  of  Winds  and  Seas» 
of  Clouds  and  Vapours,  Snow,  Fire  and  Rain,  Cold  and 
Heat,  and  other  material  Subftances,  are  reprefented  as 
continually  dire6^ed  by  him,  to  fulfil  his  Pleafure.  See 
yob  xxxvi,  xxxvii,  xxxviii.    Pfa/m  Ixv,  cxlvii,  cxlviii,  ^c. 

Nor  may  this  be  accounted  properly  miraculous  —  For  it 
it  would  be  ftrange  indeed  that  the  huge  Leviathan  (hould 
by  a  Power  derived  from  Him,  throw  up  a  Cloud  of  Wate  ir 
into  the  Air ;  or  even  the  moft  minute  Animalculuniy  \s\ 
the  Pad  of  a  Fin,  in  a  Moment  raife  up  Millions  of  wa' 
tery  Particles  againfV  the  Laws  of  Gravity,  without  a  Mira- 
cle :  And  yet  for  the  great  God  to  raife  up  a  finele  Atom 
l}y  his  immediate  Power,  (hould  be  efteemed  a  Miracle. 
And  as  long^as^thefe  are  the  ujiial,  tho*  the  immediate  Ope- 
rations  of  God  ;  they  are  no  more  miraculous,  than  his 
immediate"  Impreillon  of  Gravity  on  material  Subftances, 
or  on  any  primary  Subftance  whereby  the  Impreilidn  ma]f 
fte  made  on  others. 

2.  In  his  Operation  on  Subftances  purely  Spiritual-^ 
He  not  only  by  his  continual  Influence  preferves»'them  in 
their  diftingtiiftiing  Exiftence,  Nature  or  effential  Pro- 
perties of  Life,  and  Powers  of  Perceivingy  Thinkings  VO" 
luntary  Motion^  &c.  He  has  been  pleas'd  to  give  them; 
hut  to  this  Influence  He  alfo  feems  to  add  his  further  ufual 
Operations  in  thefe  three  Ways. 

(i)  "^y  producing  and  continuing  fecret,  xnwzxA  Bents 
or  Difpofitions  m  them  ;  as  the  holy  Bents  of  holy  Angels, 
and  holy  Souls  departed,  ^c, 

(2)  By  raifing  and  continuing  Idaas  in  their  Imagina- 
tions, Memories,  and  Underihmdings ;  as  alfo  imprefling 
them  with  various  Perceptions  of  Delight  or  Trouble: 
Whereby  he  chitfly  fecms  to  rule  the  moral  World,  So 
he  continually  gives  the  Millions  of  holy  Angels  his  Direc- 
tions: And  they  are  conflantly  attending  to  him,  and  in 
every  Part  of  the  Univcrfe  accompliihing  his  Orders.  And 
h  he  makes  the  holy  Angfls  happy  with  Perceptions  of 
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pure  Delight ;  and  the  finful  Angela  wretched  with  Per» 
cepttons  of  Anxiety. 

(3)  By  awakeningyjharpening^jtrengthentngy guiding  theiir 
inteiie£fual  Powers^  to  conceive  and  penetrate ;  compare, 
^ftinguiih,  and  judge  of  Things,  and  contrive  and  form 
their  Schemes ;  and  by  ^w/V/ff^  their  Purfuitsr  Wherebjr 
he  fecretly  and  wonderfully  governs  in  the  midft  of  num* 
berlc6  Contingencies  among  the  Creatures* 

And  then, 

j.  With  Refpe^l  to  Creatures  Compos'd  of  Subflances 
both  Corporeal  and  Spiritual,  as  brutal  Animals  and  Men  \ 
his  Operations  on  th^in  may  be  of  all  the  various  Kinds  to- 
gether, according  tr  their  feveral  Natures  and  Capacities, 
we  have  in  brief  dertribed  ;  befides  uniting  them,  keeping 
them  united,  and  {omz  peculiar  Impreflions  of  Pleafure^ 
Pain,  &c.  fuitable  to  their  myfterious  Union. 
■  And  it  feems  highly  reafonable  to  think,  that  where 
the  Powers  of  inferiour  Creatures  fuffice  not  to  accom- 
plifli  his  Defigns,  He  employs  the  highery  or  both  toge- 
riier :  And  where  they  are  all  infufficient,  He  puts  forth 
his  Power  above  them;  makes  them  inftrumental  as  far 
as  may  be,  and  then  a^s  by  his  ownfuperiour  Influence. 

As  to  brutal  Animals  —  they  no  doubt  receive  their  va- 
rious InJiinSls  from  him:  And  he  may  by  Angels  often  giv« 
them  Idseas  and  rule  them. 

And  as  to  Men  —  He  no  doubt  infpires  their  various 
Geniufes:  As  alfo  frequently,  if  not  contniually,  m^s  An- 
gels, the  Evil  by  Permiflion,  the  Holy  by  Command,  to 
luggeft  Idaas  to  them  ;  and  then  ufes  them  to  fuggeft  Idseas 
to  one  another :  Which  are  inftrumental  Caufes  under  his 
permiflive,  controlling  and  directive  Influence,  of  numbet- 
lefs  Paflions,  Appetites,  Confultations,  Proje£ls,  Refolu- 
tions,  A6lions  and  Events.  He  awakens,  (harpens,  ftrength- 
ens,  guides  the  intelle£lual  Powers  of  Men :  And  where 
the  Powers  o^  Angels  are  infufficient  to  give  compleat  Idaeas 
to  perform  his  Schemes ;  He  may  fecretly  by  his  immediate 
Operations,  utterly  unknown  to  Men,  fuggeft  innumera- 
ble Idofasjn  them ;  and  therewith  infufe  his  exciting  Influ- 
ence of  Zeai,  Adtivity,  Courage  and  Refolution  to  fulfil 
his  Councils. 

Nor  may  the  unknown  Suggejlions  of  good  Angels  be  ac- 
counted ^r^i^^r  Infpirationsi  any  more  than  the  Suggeflion» 
of  Satan  When  he  raifes  up  in  owr  Minds  Idseas  of  Scrip. 
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tures,  as  he  did  in  the  human  Mind  of  Christ  :  Or  when 
one  Man  by  Signs  Tuggefts  Idaeas  to  others,  and  excites  their 
Courage.  Nor  are  the  Iditas  and  Excitations  receiyM  from 
Goo,  either  mediately  by  Men  or  Angels,  or  immediately 
by  Himfelf,  proper  Infpiratiom :  Any  more  than  his  infu- 
fmg  Millions  ot  Spirits  every  Moment  into  new  Seeds  or 
Embrios  of  Animals,  making  them  alive  and  a^ive }  or 
infufing  into  them  various  Inftin6b  or  Geniufes  3  or  im*- 
prelfing  them  with  Pleafures,  Pains,  ^c. 

For,  by  Infpiration  I  mean,  the  certain  Revelation  he  has 
been  pleased  to  give  oi  Himfelf  ^  &  of  his  IVilly  &  of  Things 
paft  and  to  come,  by  Christ  and  his  Proi^ets  and  Apo- 
ftles  of  old,  put  into  the  Bible  and  conhrmM  by  Mira* 
cles,  as  a  definitive  Rule  of  Faith,  Worlhip,  moral  and 
religious  Conduit.  Every  Kind  of  Idaa  and  Excitation^ 
Or  Fropenfion  in  us,  whetner  arifing  meerly  from  our  own 
Minds,  or  from  evil  or  good  Men  and  Minifters,  or  from 
evil  or  good  Angels,  or  even  immediately  from  God  him- 
felf, are  therefore  all  to  be  brought  to  this  only  infplred  Rule, 
and  tried  thereby  ;  for  which  End  it  was  infpired  and  con- 
'iirmed.  And  the  true  Origin  of  our  Idseas  and  Excitations 
is  kept  concealed  from  us,  (without  any  internal  Criterion  to 
Judge  from  whence  they  come,  as  the  Prophets  had  of  Old) 
tliat  by  this  known  divine  Rule  we  might  forever  try  them. 
In"  which  Trial  we  are  carefully  to  ufc  our  intellectual 
Powers :  And  being  aware  that  in  the  midft  of  all  we  need 
the  Help  of  God,  both  in  underftanding  the  Rule,  and  in 
the  Application  of  it  j  to  Him  we  muft  humbly  and  ever 
repair  in  Christ,  and  feek  for  Guidance. 

For  Illiiftration  —  I  miglit  eafily  bring  a  Multitude  of 
Scriptures  ;  but  the  Time  would  fail  me.  I  fliall  only  cite 
to  Deut.  xxxii.  i  Sam.  ii.  2  Sam.  xxii.  i  Chron.  xxix.  yob 
V.  Xii.  xxxii — xxxv.  PfaL  xxxiv.  xlvii.  ciii.  civ.  cvii.  and 
cxill.  Ijia.  xxviii.  and  xliv.  Dan.  ii.  and  iv.  foel  i.  and  ii. 
jlfnt.  X.  29,  30.  JJ?s  xvii.  24, — 28. 

In  ihort,  all  Nature,  both  inanimate  and  animate,  both 
human  and  angelical,  is  full  of  God;  full  of  his  perpe* 
tual  moving,  guiding  and  over-ruling  Influence ;  and  as 
the  Apoftle  perfe(£tly  exprefles  it,  Eph.  i.  11.  IVho  work- 
eth  all  Things  according  to  the  Council  of  his  own  If^ilh 

But  then  I  may  rtot  omit  to  obfcrve,  that  agreeable  to 
Scripture  Revelation^  THfi  ETERNAL  WoRD  or  Son  of 
God,  who  wiih  the  eternal  Father  and  Spirit  created 
all  Things  ;  in  a  pcrfe(S  Union  with  thofe  divine  Perfons» 
He  alfo  uphokls  and  rules  the  World  from  the  Time  he 
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madi  it  But  from  the  Faliy  He  rules  it  alfo  in  the  fpecial 
Forn«  a  Mediator  :  And  upon  the  Exaltation  of  his 
human  x^aiure  to  Heaven,  it  is  advanced  to  a  wondrous 
Participation  with  his  divine  Person,  in  his  fupreme 
Dignity,  tranfcendent  Glory  an<)i  univerfal  Empire.  See 
John  \\  Eph,  i.  Col,  i.  Heb.  i.  ^c. 

And  thus  have  we  (hewn  in  what  Manner  may  the  for 
vereign  God  be  i^id  to  optrate  ufually  among  his  Creatures. 

We  now  come  more  briefly  to  confider, 
n.  When  have  his  providential  Operations  fuch  lively 
Characters  of  their  being  his  Doings^  as  they  arc  evidently 
jTo  to  unprejudiced  and  careful  Obfervers. 

Even  the  common  Operations  in  the  meerly  material 
World,  the  more  we  fearch  them,  the  more  they  appear 
to  be  the  Doings  of  God.  But  there  is  fuch  a  natural 
Atbeifm,  Blindnefs,  and  Prejudice  in  us,  as  we  are  averfe 
to  iee  it,  and  prone  to  afcribe  them  to  Nature  9nly.,  or  any 
thing  elfe  than  his  ever  afling  Induence.  A  terrible  Stonn 
pf  Thunder  and  Lightning,  or  a  more  fearful  Earthquake, 
pr  fome  extraordinary  ^ngcr  or  other,  feems  needful 
to  bring  us  to  fee  his  Operations  in  Nature* 

And  fo  it  is  likewife  in  his  mixt  Operations  of  Provi- 
dence, When-  there  is  only  a  Circle  of  common  OcQur- 
rences,  we  are  apt  to  imagine  there  ia  only  a  Courfe  of  Na« 
ture,  blended  with  the  common  Powers,  Arts,  Contri- 
vances and  Actions  of  Men;  and  the  Doings  of  God  ap- 
pear not  in  them.  We  have  therefore  need  of  fome  ex- 
traordinary Work  of  God  in  Providence,  to  awaken  our 
Minds,  and  more  evidently  fhew  his  Doings.  And  this  he 
gracioufly  condefcends  to  give  us  in  the  following  Cafes, 

I.  When  in  Affairs  of  vajl  Importance^  there  is  a  won- 
derful continued  Train  and  timely  Coincidence  of  innumerable 
Varieties  of  Means ^  both  in  the  material  and  moral  World 
together,  without  our  Power,  and  beyond  our  Profpeft, 
all  confpiring  to  fome  great  Events  exceeding  happy  in  its 
prefent  Influence  and  future  Tendency. 

For  tho*  in  fuch  extraordinaiy  Works  of  God  as  thefe, 
ihefeveral  Parts  cotdi6et*d  ^ngiy,  are  his  ufual  Gpcvatiom 
and  don't  aSe£i;  with  Wonder,  or  flrike  our  Minds  with 
fo  clear  and  ftrong  an  Evidence  of  their  being  his  Doin^ : 
Yet  to  fee  them  all  fo  perfe^y  adjufted,  as  to  make  up 
Onff  gretit%  vjife^  curious  and  consent  Scheme^  to  accom- 
plifli  an  EVint  ofv^  Importan^f  4"«  This  yieMs  fufficiem 
,    _  Evidence 


*>s**^ 


'.ii.^-;y,- 


I 


9 

14  ^Thanksgiving-Sermon 

Evidence  of  wife  Defign  and  fuperiour  Management  In 
Him,  who  has  all  the  Powers  of  Nature,  Men  and  Angels 
in  his  Hands,  and  over-rules  them  all  to  fulAl  his  Purpofes. 

2.  This  yet  appears  with  a  ftronger  Evidence,  and  even 
ftill  more  wonderous ;  when  among  a  great  Number  of 
furprizing  and  important  Ituidents,  there  are  many  fo 
momentous  and  criticalj  that  if  any  one  had  not  fallen 
precifely  in  its  fpecial  Place  and  Jun^ure,  there  would  have 
been  exceeding  great  Imbarraflments  and  Hindrances;  and 
many  others  fo  effential,  that  if  all  and  every  one  had  not 
come  in  exactly  as  they  did ;  the  great  Event  had  fail'd, 
and  the  main  Scheme  with  sdl  its  vaft  and  curious  Appa* 
ratus  totally  mifcarried. 

3.  When  in  exceeding  difficulty  perplex* d  and  dangerous 
Cafes  which  look  almoft  dejperate^  and  much  more  which 
feem  in  a  Manner  loj}^  there  opens  at  once  a  great  Delive- 
rance,  beyond  our  Power  and  Thought :  And  much  more 
ftill,  when  the  Deliverance  opens  with  Sucee/s,  and  the 
very  Means  of  our  Diftrefs  and  Danger,  are  made  fubfer- 
vient  to  our  Profperity  and  Safety. 

4.  And  laftly.  When  in  this  Conjunfture,  the  fovereign 
God  is  more  than  ufually  acknowledged  ;  looked  to,  and 
trufted  in,  an  extraordinary  Spirit  0/ Prayer  is  raifed  up  in 
many ;  and  all  thefe  furprizing  Incidents  and  Means,  with 
all  our  wonderful  Salvations,  Succefs  and  Happinefs,  come 
on  in  punftual  Anfwers  to  many  fervent  and  fiducial  Ad' 
drejfes  to  Him. 

I  might  mention  Other  Cafes  and  illuftrate  Thefe ;  but 
the  Hour  would  fail  me.  And  to  make  the  larger  Room 
for  the  Application,  we  mufl  be  alfo  fhort  on  our 

III  General  Head ;  which  is  to  reprefent  the  pious  Ad- 
miration which  thefe  extraordinary  Appearances  and  Works 
of  God  fhould  raife  up  in  us,  and  which  they  happily 
raifc  if  we  are  duly  difpofcd. 

Jfimiration  is  one  of  the  fublimeft  A(5Hons  of  a  created 
Spirit.  It  is  the  rifmg  up  of  the  Mind  in  a  rcfpe6>ful  View 
of  fomething  it  fees  and  owns  to  be  fuperior  to  it.  And 
when  it  rifes  to  the  reverent  View  of  God,  it  rifes  to 
the  highcft  and  ir.oft  worthy  Objeftj  and  pays  him  fome 
of  the  Honour  in  the  higheft  Meafure  cternaliy  due  to  bis 
tranfcendent  Excdkncies  and  OperationSi 

And 
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And  as  tihis  allwife  Creator  has  made  us  capable  of 
this  noble  jfSfion^  and  in  our  very  Make  infufed  z  Difpoji" 
tion  tQ  it  on  extraordinary  Appearances  j  he  therefore  fre- 
quently does  extraordinary  Things  in  Providence,  to  awake 
our  Attention  and  excite  our  Wonder;  to  give  us  more  ^ 
open  Difplays  of  his  fupreme  Wifdom,  Power  and  Govern- 
ment, and  raife  our  due  and  reverent  Admirations  of  him. ' 

In  the  heavenly  IVorld ;  from  the  inexhauftible  SoMrce  of 
his  infinite  Pei^fe^ons,  no  doubt  there  now  are  and  will 
be  eternally  furprizing  Difplays  of  his  Glories,  to  the  peiv 
petual  and  entertaining  Wonder  of  the  happy  Inhabitants. 
But  as  mtbefe  lower  Regions  we  freqi'.ently  need  them,  he 
frequently  gives  them :  And  if  we  were  as  obfervant  as  £- 
liphaZj  we  (hould  find  abundant  Caufe  to  cry  out  in  Ad- 
miration of  God  as  He,  yoh  v.  9.  ff^ho  does  great  Things 
and  unfearchabiey  marvellous  Things  without  Number.         * 

But  when  the  fovereign  God  is  pleased,  in  dijlinguijh* 
ing  Favour  to  us,  to  go  out  of  his  common  Courfe,  and 
(hew  a  vaft  Contrivance,  and  over-rule  a  Multitude  of  all 
Kinds  of  Caufes,  making  them  confpir^  to  feme  great  and 
happy  Event,  or  do  fomething  extraordinary  for  our  Salva- 
tion and  vaft  Advantage ;  —  Then  he  more  highly  obliges 
us,  and  more  loudly  calls  us  to  confider  his  wondrous 
Works ;  to  fee  Him,  /*.  e.  his  fuperiour  Hand  and  Excel- 
lencies in  them,  and  pay  our  due  and  diflinguiihing  Ad- 
mirations to  him.  ..•'.,. 

Then  we  (hould  carefully  lay  afide  every  Prejudice :  And 
our  obliged  Soul  (hould  open  to  every  Beam  of  Light  and 
Evidence  of  the  Operation  and  Care  of  God  in  all  the  Parts 
of  the  Providence,  and  forming  them  all  into  an  admirable 
Syftem.  We  (hould  enlarge  our  Views  to  fee  the  vajl  Im' 
portance  of  his  wondrous  Work,  both  to  Ourfclves  and  O- 
thers,  in  all  its  Branches:  And  attentively  mind  x\\t  various 
Springs  and  Incidents  in  the  Run  of  the  Whole,  and  how 
they  3l  furprifmgly  confpire  to  a  profperous  IlTue.  Nor 
yet— content  with  the  bare  viewing  of  thefe;  but  our 
grateful  Minds  (hould  fee  the  Wifdom,  Power,  Jujlice,  Ho- 
llmfsy  Truth  and  Goodnefs  of  God  illuftrious  in  them  j  and 
then  confider  how  He  (hould  thus  be  working  for  Us,  while 
we  were  unworthy  of  the  \t2&  of  his  Mercies.  Laftlv,  in 
our  admiring  Views  of  the  whole  Work  of  God,  our  Souls 
(hould  rife  into  the  hieheft  reverent  Admiration  of  Him ;  5c 
dien  break  out  in  mo^ thankful  Praife,  as  the  pious  Pfalmi((, 
m^It  is  the  LoRD'j  Doing  !  It  is  marvellous  in  otfr  Eyes ! 

And 
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Andasall  thisisclearlymoft  duetoGooonfuchAppear- 
ances,  it  is  the  livelv  Bent  and  PraSlice  of  unfeigned  AV/j^. 
.  But  we  muft  haften  on  to  apply  thefe  Things,  in  Pur- 
fuance  of  our  firft  Deftgn,  to  the  guat  and  extrawdmary 
Occafion  of  this  happy  Solemnity. 

For,  the  fovereign  God,  who  rulethby  his  Power  for 
ever,  and  does  what  he  pleafes  among  the  Sons  of  Men,  has 
by  a  furprizing  Courfe  of  Providence  led  us  into  a  moft  ad- 
venturous  Enterprise  againft  the /r/»fi& Settlements  at  Cape- 
Bnton^  and  their  exceeding  ftrongCity  of  £0»(/!^«»r^,  for 
warlike  Power  the  Pride  and  Terror  of  thefe  northern  Seas  ; 
and  by  a  wondrous  Series  and  happy  Coincidence  of  various 
Means,  delivered  them  into  ourtkuids.  And  this,  in  a  moft 
fignal  Manner,  is  7i&.?  LordV  Doing  in  the  prefent  Dayi 
and  is  truly  marvellous  in  every  pious^  yea,  I  may  fay,  in  e- 
very  unprejudiced  and  confiderate  Eye. 
.  And  here,  I  fhall  endeavour  thefe  two  Thiog5>  as  the  ' 
Seafon  allows, 

1.  In  brief  lay  c^n  to  view  the  vaft  Importance  of  the 
Place ;  that  we  may  more  clearly  fee  the  Greatnefs 
of  the  Mercy  in  giving  it  to  us :   And  then 

2.  Look  into  the.  wonderous  Scenes  oif  Providence^  and 
fee  fome  of  the  various  and  iurprizing  Steps  that  led 
to  the  happy  Acquifition,  _    \  . 

\.  In  brief  lay  open  to  view  the  vaji  Importance  of  the 
Place  y  that  we  may  more  clearly  fee  the  Greatnefs  of  the 
Mercy  in  giving  it  to  us. 

The  IJland  belong'd  originally  to  the  Britijh  Empire  : 
Was  at  Hrft  compriz'd  in  the  general  Name  and  grand  Pa> 
tent  of  New-England  in  1620  ',  but  in  the  following  Yeair 
fet  ofF  and  included  in  Nova  Scotia  by  a  feparate  Patent  5 
and  ftncc,  in  N^ova  Scotia  comprehended  in  the  Royal 
Charter  of  the  MaJJachufetts.  Province  in  169 1. 

It  abounds  in  the  beft  of  Pit  Coal  known  in  America  : 
And  fo  near  the  Surface  of  the  Earth  and  Coafl  of  the  Sea» 
as  to  be  very  cafily  dug  and  put  in  Vehels.  Yea,  from  1703, 
Lahontau  had  told  us  of  the  French  Ships  loading  with  and. 
carrying  the  (ante  to  Gaudakupe  and  Martineco^  for  the  refi-^ 
ning  of  Sugars,  to  their  great  Advantage.^  And  its  commor 
d}ous  Harbours  ;  with  its  happy  Sitnatton  in  the  Center  of 
our  Fiflieryj^  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Buy  and  River  QiCa^ 
j^da^  and  in  the  Wake  of  all  the^  Trade  Uovi  Europe  to 
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the  Britijh  Colenies  on  the  Main  Land  of  ^fnuricay  and  both 
from  them  and  our  ^'^  /n^/m  Ijlandi  to  Europt ;  rendered 
the  Place  of  fuch  vaft  Importance — that  I  remember  while 
in  Englandy  when  we  came  to  know  the  Tory  Miniftry 
had  by  the  Treaty  oi  Utrecht  in  17 13*  refign'd  it  to  the 
French  j  all  true-hearted  Britons  who  knew  the  Circum- 
ftance  of  the  IJland^  moft  grievoufly  lamented  the  Refig- 
nation,  as  full  of  teeming  Mifchief  to  the  Britijh  Trade, 
Wealth  and  Power,  and  as  one  of  the  moft  fatal  A(Sb  of 
that  unhappy  Miniftry. 

And  the  mifchievous  Confequence  has  fince  every  Year 
been  a  growii^  Confirmation  of  their  judicious  Profpe6b. 
For  the  French  wdl  knowing  the  vaft  Advantage  of  their 
Acquiiition,  have  built  a  walled  City  on  the  moft  conve- 
nient Port  both  for  Trade  and  Fortification ;  —  for  thefe 
Thirty  Tears  been  adding  to  its  natural  and  artificial 
Strength }  and  by  immenfe  Sums  and  the  utmoft  Art  and  Di« 
lieence,  made, it  one  of  the  ftrongeft  FortreJJes  in  Anurica^ 
ifnot  in  Europe :  Such  as  was  not  like  to  be  taken  without 
a  very  powerful,  fkilful  and  refolute  Army  both  by  Sea 
and  Land,  or  being  ftarved  to  a  Surrender.  In  ihort,  it 
was  the  Dunkirk  of  North  America^  and  in  fome  Refpedb 
of  greater  Importance. 

For,  by  Means  of  xYa&IJhnd  and  Fortification^  the  French 
have  cvenr  Year  enlarged  their  Fijhery ;  and  thereby  their 
Tradey  Prealth  and  Shipping ;  And  by  fiihing  cheaper  thaa 
we,  they  have  more  and  more  commanded  the  Trade  of 
Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy  i    drawn  away  their  Gold  and 
Silver ;  and  greatly  diminifliM  our  Trade  and  Fifhery,  a  . 
principal  Source  both  of  the  B/'iV//2)  Wealth  and  naval  Power. 
So  pernicious  a  Settlement  was  this — that  for  above  thefe 
Twenty  Tears,  it  has  feem*d  to  me,  'twere  worth  the  ^yhile 
to  engage  in  a  ffar  with  France,  if  'twere  for  nothing  elfe 
but  to  recover  this  moft  important  Ifiand  to  the  Britijh  Em- 
pire.   Tho*  a  War  was  dreadful,  the  Neceifity  and  Hazard  . 
feem'd  every  Year  to  encreafe :  The  longer  'twas  deferred, 
the  more  powerful  and  dangerous  they  grew,  and  the  lefs 
our  Hope  of  their  being  ever  reduced. 

Yea,  from  the  Confideration  of  iuch  a  flrong  Defence, 
the  Advantage  of  fFood,  Sea-Coal,  Fijhery,  and  Free-Gift 
Land  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Iflands,  the  Settlement 
of  Thoufands  of  Feople  on  them  already^  and  the  innume- 
rable Poor  in  the  Sea-Coalt  Towns  of  France,  ever  fwar/n- 
ing  and  coming  over  to  themj — it  feems  highly  probaWe, 
that  if  the  Peace  continued  much  longer,  there  would  be 
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in  a  few  Years  Time  fuch  a  Multitude  of  French  Inhttbi' 
iattts,  as  with  the  growing  Numbers  in  the  borderine  C}on- 
tinent  of  Nova  Scatia  and  Canada^  with  the  Addition  of 
the  Indian  Nations^  wouM  exceedingly  vex  and  waftc,  yea, 
endanger  the  Conquoft  of  our  Englijh  Colonies. 

At  length*  Without  our  Seeking,  and  in  the  moft  criti* 
cd  Time,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  leave  them  to  preci- 
pitate a  IVar  upon  us.  An  unexpected  Seafon  opens  to 
make  the  dangerous  Trial,  if  the  Almighty  would'^pleafe 
to  profper  us.  And  now  all  the  northern  Colonies^  and  Otirs 
ejpeciauk,  began  to  feel  their  deihtt£live  Power  and  Infla- 
ence :  In  zfiw  Ahnihs Time,  ini^ngourCoafts^  taking 
oitr  Shipping,  ruining  our  Fifliery  and  Trade,  dd^roying 
Canfii  invamng  Annapolis^  reducing  us  to  Straits,  and  car- 
rying our  People  Captive  into  a  Place  almoft  imprtgnabfe. 
'  Ajnd  as  it  was  a  Source  of  Privateers  and  Men  hfffigr 
diftreffine  to  Us  \  it  was  aKb  a  fafe  Refirt,  both  or  their 
fVeJf  and  Eajf  India  Fleets^  to  their  great  Advantage  hi. 
returning  Homeward. 

'  Of  fuch  vaji  Importance  was  thlsfirong  Port  of  our  ijie-  ' 
niies;  and  this  polCefs'd  by  o:\i  of  the  moAentetpriting, 

powerful  and  adive  of  Nations.  "  

.  But.  in  the  Wifdom  of  God,  the  fttonffer  it  grew,  i£kc 
better  in  the  IfFue  for  us :  The  French  havmg  builta  rega-  . 
lar  City,  and'  laid  but  immenfely  more  to  rend^tt  both  ^ 
flh)ng  and  commodious,  than  «i;#  fliould,  if  the  Place  had 
been  in  car  Power.    Yea,  it  fticms  mpft  likely,  that  if  they 
had  not  poflfeft*d  It,  there  would  ntfhher  have  beena  Batr 
tery,  nor  even  a  Houfe  in  the  Port  to  this  Day ;  no  more 
tlian  in  many  fine  Harbours  of  Nova  Scotia ;  which  tfto*^  fo 
near  the  Fimery,  have  been  negleAed  by  us  for  fb  tniny 
Years,  from  the  Pfeace  oflTtrethi.    Biit  now  iti'^few 
Weeks  Time,   the  fovereign  God  has  pleafed  to  «W  us 
thie  Fruits  of  thef6  Thirty  Years  prodigious.  Art,    ILabour  ' 
and'  Expence  of  our  Enemies :   And  this  by  Means  of  fo 
fmall  a  Number,  lefs  than  Four  f^0«/^ft^  Land-Men,  on- 
u^*d  to  Waf,    undifciplinM,   and  that  had  never  feen  a 
Siege  in.  their  Lives..    It  is  the  Lord's  Doing  !  his  mar-  ' 
vetTous  in  our  £yes  /  ^^''  ''      -       .   -- 

H.  Let  us  therefore  look  into  the  wonderous  Scenes  pi 
Providence^  and  fee  fome  of  the  various  and  furplruiiing 
Steps  which  led  to  the  happy  Acquifttion. 


And  thefe  We  may  review  under  tfaefe  Two  Heads.  ••     ■ 

I.  The 


■""TK 


fo 
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t.  The  rtmariaiii  Sups  which  iitl  to  the  dangerou»£«* 
tsfpritu:  And 

,a.  TY^  furprimmg  Sttps  fuc££eding  us  therein* 

I.  The  retnarkabU  Sttps  of  ProvitUna  which  //i  us  t9 
the  adventurous  Enterprize. 
■  I  hftve  already  hinted  at  thefe  two  Particulars— 

I.  Our  Ettemiis  being  left  of  God,  in  Oppolition  to  alt 
the  Rules  of  t'olicy,  but  in  too  early  Confidence  of  their 
fufficient  Growth  of  Powcr^  while  engaged  with  the  Qtum 
of  Hungary,  to  hurnr  into  a  /r^rr  with  us  ',  while  their  tra" 
ding  Ships  were  mottly  abroad,  their  Navy  not  fo  well  pre- 
pared, and  Mirs  bv  the  previous  War  with  £[^m  equipped 
and  ready  to  employ  its  Power  for  our  Defence  and  their 
Annoyance :  It  feenis  in  as  happy  a  Jundure  as  we  could 
wiih  for :  Without  which  we  fliould  not  have  had  the  Ad- 
vantage or  Opportunity  which  they  have  opened  to  us. 

a.  The  People  oi  Cap€-Bret»n  early  and  fuddenly  feizing 
Canff^  'mvid'ukz  Annapolis,  $i  M.DeFivier  goingtoFranct 
for  additional  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land,  to  renew  the  Aflault 
in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  j—- were  improved  by  God  as  a 
Means  of  v oua&ing  us  up  with  the  Senfe  of  Danger,  and  of 
exdtintt  our  G^verntr  to  implore  the  King  for  fome  naval 
llelp:  Without  which  it  ieems  that  Conunodore  Warren 
with  \M!three  iShipi  of  War  had  not  been  ordered  from  our 
H^ejl' India  IJlands  to  New-England  i  Tfao*  then,  I  fuppofe, 
without  any  fpecial  View  to  this  important  Enterprize. 

'3*  By  the  Cape-Brettners  taking  and  carrying  fo  many  of 
our  People  into  their  Harbour  andC/Vy,  they  were  obliged  to 
return  them  to  us:  Whereby  we  came  to  be  more  acquaint' 
ed  with  their  Situation  and  the  proper  places  of  landing  and 
attacking :  And  at  the  fame  Time  it  is  in  the  liTue  happy, 
they  were  not  fully  aware  of  the  prodigious  Strength  of  the 
Fortifications,  or  of  the  great  Number  of  Men  within  and 
near  them ',  or  we  never  had  prefum*d  on  fuch  an  Enter- 
prize: Yea,  'tis  happy  that  fome  few,  who  better  knowing 
the  Place,  gave  the  more  exa£l  Accounts  and  fpake  difcou- 
raging ;  yet  we  were  fo  fet  on'  fending,  tliey  were  not 
regarded.  .  ... 

4*  God  was  pleafed  togive  laji  Summer  a  great  Ptmiy 
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of  Provifion  to  our  northern  Colonusi  whereby  we  were  thts 
Spring  prepared  to  fiipply  fo  great  an  Armament :  And  at 
the  fame  Time  cut  fhort  the  Crops  in  Canada  and  the  French 
Weft-lndifi  Ifiands^  whereby  'twas  apprehended  that Thofe 
at  Capt'BrtUn  were  coniiderably  Jhraiten^d^  and  that  both 
the  Canada-French  and  Indians  were  hindered  the  laft  Year 
from  troubling  our  inland  Borders,   •  . .  .  ..  *^  ,: 

5.  By  our  Accounts  of  the  Uneaflnefs  of  the  Switzers 
li^here,  for  want  of  Pay  and  Provifion }  and  the  Call  and 
Wants  of  their  Eajf  and  WeJ-India  Fleet  in  the  FalloHht 
Year,  and  their  Supplies  with  Men  and  Vi£tuals,  if  not  Am- 
munition; *twas  reprefented,  the  remaining  French  were 
further  weakened',  and  we  were  the  more  encouraged.  And 
'twas  further  remarkable,  that  their  Store-Ships  from  France 
in  the  Fall  came  fo  late  on  their  Coaft,  and  the  Winter  : 
There  fet  in  fo  early  and  fierce,  as  to  keep  them  out  of  their 
Habour  and  drive  them  off  to  Martineco,  .  .  -^         . 

6.  From  the  fanguine  Reprefentations  made  by  our  re- 
turned Captives,  of  the  Eafmefs  of  our  taking  the  Place  by 
ah  early  Suprizal  before  any  Help  could  come,  either  from 
France  or  Cantd'J*  God  was  pleafed  to  lead] our  Governor ^  ' 
vigilant  and  aftive  for  our  Safety  and  Welfare,  into  the  Pro- 
je3 :  And  early  forming  the  scheme  j  in  the  moft  timely 
iSeafon,  in  the  midft  of  Winter,  whenourlntercourfeaBroad 
was  fealed  up,  to  move  and  prefs  it  on  the  General  AJfemhly\ ' 
and  after,  in  convenient  Time,  on  our  neighbouring  Govern' 
inents ;  and  with  wonderous  Refolution,  Circumfpe£lion 
and  Ailiduity  to  purfue  the  fame.  ^ 

»  -  -       -        ■   ■  ■  ■  .     .  ,  . 

7.  Tho'  when  the  Affair  was  firft  proposed  to  the  General 
toiiri,  thetXifiiculties  feem'd  fo  great  and  the  Expence  fo 
finking  to  this  poor  People,  that  they  faw  no  Light  to  ven- 
ture without  a  powerful,  previous  Help  from  England;  yet 
upon  further  Reprefentations,  that  the  Seafon  would  likely 
be  loft  for  ever,  ^f .  the  Affair  was  unexpectedly  reconfi- 
der'd :  And  the  fovereign  God  fo  over-rul'd  the  Ahfence  of 
divers  worthy  Reprefentatives,  who  judged  it  too  vaft  an 
Undertaking  for  us ;  that  'tis  faid  xh^  final  Refolution  for  it  • 
on  Jan.  25,  was  juft  carried  but  by  one  Majority:  Arid  e- 
ven  that  and  other  Votes  had  been  loft,  if  the  fuperior  Great- 
riefs  of  the  Expence  had  been  then  imagined  j  it  (bon  abun- 
dantly exceeding  their  Expedtations.  ,  t 
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'  %.  When  the  Generbl  Court  had  agreed  on  this  great  En- 
terprize,  it  is  furprizing  to  think,  with  how  profound  a  St' 
crify.  To  many  Members  in  the  Centre  of  fo  populous,  obfer- 
vin2  and  inquifitive  a  Town  as  this,  for  fo  many  Days,  kef  t 
their  Confultations }  'till  the  various  Parts  of  the  Plan  were 
fettled,  Committees  chofen,  and  all  things  ripe  forenlifting 
Soldiers,  hiring  Veflels,  buying  Materials  and  Provifions : 
And  as  furprizing  to  fee  with  what  a  general  ^iV^nr^' all  thefe 
Things  were  done  in  this  City  and  Land ;  and  the  Army  and 
Fleet  equipped  and  ready  to  fail,  while  the  reft  of  the  World 
had  fcarce  any  Intelligence  of  our  Preparations.      >.■:.' 

"'  9.  As  foon  as  ever  the  Defign  was  known  among  us,  it 
was  a  marvellous  Thii^,  that  when  this  Province  had  lately 
loft  fo  many  hundred  ^atiVoluntiers  in  the  fad  Expedition  to 
Carthagena,  not  Offfin7<?»  being  alive  to  return,  theirWives 
left  Widows,  and  their  Children  Orphans;  —  yet  to  fee  fo 
many  iiieiy  Men^  and  I  conclude  the  moft  of  them  Owners 
of  Lands  and  Houfes,  or  Heirs  of  the  fame,  and  many  Reli- 
gious, in  all  our  Towns,  readily  lifting  even  as  private  Sol- 
diers 5  with  the  fmall  Wages  of  Twenty. five  Shillings^  New 
Tenor,  a  Months  to  leave  their  gainful  Farms  and  Trades, 
as  well  as  Parents, Wives  and  Children ;  zWzsfreeVoluntiers^ 
to  ferve  their  God,  their  King  and  Country  ^  in  this  hazard- 
ous Enterprize :  Yea,  more  to  lift  than  the  Court  dedred: 
And  that  fo  many  Men  of  diftinguiihed  Figure  could  chear- 
fuUy  offer  themfelves— even  Four  of  his  Majesty's  Coun- 
cil for  this  Province^  among  them  the  Hon.  William  Pepper-^ 
relly  £f(|;  the  firft  of  the  Council ;  as  alfo  the  Hon.  Deputy 
Governor  of  Connecticut  Colony  j  and  divers  Others  of  pub^ 
lickEfieem  and  CharaSler. 

10.  It  was  wonderful  al(b  to  fee  that  during  thofe  Two 
ufualiy  ftormy  Months  of  February  and  March^  the  only 
Seafon  for  oi|r  Preparation,  Goo  was  pleafed  to  give  us 
fuch  a  conjiant  Series  of  moderate  and  fair  Weather,  as  in 
that  Time  of  the  Year  has  fcarce  ever  been  known  among 
us :  So  that  there  was  hardly  any  Impediment  to  our  Offi- 
cers going  about  and  enltfting,  or  of  our  Soldiers  in  march- 
ing, or  our  Veftels  in  fitting,  or  our  Coafters  in  bringing 
us  Provifions,  or  our  Committee  of  War  in  their  various 
Preparations,  'till  all  were  ready  to  faiU 

11.  The  extraordinary  Thought,  Contrivance,  Order, 
Management  and  quick  Difpatch,  not  only  of  His  ExcEf,- 
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LtNC\ ,  but  llfo  of  our  CwiHtl  of  W^fy  («enM  WMlderful 
•^thsU  Gentlemen  unus'd  to  fuch  Affkiri,  (hould  in  7ii^ 
Mtmths  Time,  think  of  and  gpt  every  Thing  Aiiubto  fur 
fo  great  and  v.inous  an  Armament  by  Sen  and  huyi  \  $« 
that  nothing  proper  foems  to  Ivive  been  omitted.  And  I 
Ipliire  heard  fome  cxpreft  t^^emfelvea  with  Wonder  to  Ac 
ho«r  Things  would  happen :  — Juft  u  they  wanted  fomc 
Kindt  of  MatiTMb  or  rrmjkm^  aa  immpeilfld  VfJ/U 
would  come  in  and  bring  them. 

12.  It  was  alfo  WDnderful<r-.»that  though  the  Swmll^P.ui^ 
which  has  been  fo  fatal  and  dreadful  to  us,  came  into  this 
Town  and  Harbmry  as  our  Troops  were  coming  in  both  b/ 
Xiand  and  Water,  and  continued  all  the  Time  they  were 

Suartering  and  anchoring  here,  very  few  of  the  Officers  or 
oldiers  luvinp  had  it,  and  we  were  full  of  anxious  Appre^ 
heniions ;  yet  it  neither  hindred  themi  nor  did  the  dangeroui 
Infedionfpread  among  them;  which  in  that  critical  Jun£kure 
would,  after  all,  have  wholly  overthrown  the  Enterarioe. 

And  now  our  Army  oiTbnt  Tbit^fund  Land  oojdieiii 
with  all  Kinds  of  Stores  being  ready  to  fail  about  the  ^oth  ai 
Jdarthy  in  about  a  HuvhWaAVtJftlt^  befides  Five  Hwub^ed 
Soldiers  more  fent  from  CameStieuU  and  Thrn  HunJndaml 
Fifty  from  Nei^f  Jiampfltin—fM/e  had  almoft  every  gloomy 
Profpe£b  to  make  us  tremble. 

For  our  inland  Borders  were  now  left  bare  of  a  great  Part 

^  their  Strength,  by  the  lifting  of  fo  many  of  their  able 

-Men  Voiuntiers  in  the  Expedition.    Ai)d  if  the  Enterprize 

fucceeded,  the  heavy  Debt  would  almoft  fink  us.  But  if,  for 

«ur  Offences,  God  were  carrying  forth  a  great  Part  of  the 

flower  of  our  Country  to  be  dcftroy 'd  }  a  moft  difmal  Scene 

of  Ruin  feem'd  to  follow  !  They  were  to  Uil.  li-r  Hundred 

'^/(?i  to  the  Enemies  Ifland,  In  zraw  ".^dyiu",:.    Hme  oi 

the  Year.    And  if  the  fear'd  ItifeSiion  hau  uAcn  t^iace  and 

fiiould  break  out  among  them,  efpecially  after  their  Land« 

'!ng ;    what  a  general  Terror  would  feiae  them  from  the 

'-f^nil  of  God  which  there  was  no  refifting,  and  in  what  a 

?k    iii£h!<?'  Cafe  would  they  he !  A  naval  Power  with  Stores 

;^»^o  dilc'plin'd  Troops  were  alfo  early  expelled  There  from 

p'rCiHety  to  conqr^u's-  Nova  Scotia :  And  after  all  the  Labours 

of  our  unwearied  Goverrmri  to  obtain  (om^  Men  of  War 

from  our  nighbouring  Cofonits  znd  Jt^e^ India  Iflands^  to 

come  and  protect  and  help  us;  our  hoMul  Profpe£fs  feem  t9 

dwindle  away'-^'-z^d  we  could  (be  no  other  but  that,  if  Tw$ 

Sixtj^Gun  ShiptijlSw^  Enemies,  which  were  early  expe^ed, 

^  .>  ihould 
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fliould  arrive  before  we  took  the  I^lace,  they  would  foon 
make  our  Fltet  and  jft  my  Captives : — And  then  what  would 
become  of  this  C(  untry  ! 

So  th^  mult  run  th<»  moft  defpcrate  Hazards.  The 
Hearts  of  many  of  the  wifcH  aihore  now  feem'd  to  fail. 
Some  re^nted  they  had  voted  for  it,  »nd  others  that  they 
had  ever^rbmoted  it.  Some  judged  it  bcft  after  all  for 
every  Man  to  gti  Home  ;  and  the  Hioughtful  among  us 
were  in  grtJtt  Perplexity. — But  yet  a  Wonder  it  was  to  fee, 
that  thofe  who  were  venturing  into  the  Danger,  fecmM  to 
be  fullcft  of  Truft  in  God  and  Course.  lV£uiy  fill'd  their 
Veflels  with  Prayers ;  and  aflcing  Ours,  they  threw  thcm- 
fclves  into  the  divine  ProteAion,  in  the  Name  #/*God 
they  fet  up  their  Banner,  and  away  tticy  fail'd.  Pray  frr 
t/s,  and  we'll  fight  for  you  —  waa  the  valiant  and  endear- 
ingLangUage  wherewith  they  left  us. 

ihusliave  We  traced  fome  of  the  remarkabh  Steps  which 

fed  tb  t^\»  dangerous  Enterprixe.    We  nov^  come 

\  •  _'■ 

*  2.  T6  view  fome  of  the  more  furprixing  ^teps  of  Provi- 
dence fucceeding  therein  to  the  happy  Jccomp'i/hment. 

^'  And  as  thefe  are  more  in  Number  than  can  be  reckon'd, 
I  may  here  but  mention  a  few.  —  .        ;.;/;' 

J'  I.  As  it  was  very  encouraging  to  think  how  many  pious 
ittd  j^ridryrr/}// Perfons  were  cmbark'd  in  the  Caufci  whieh 
We  ac(^ounted'  the  Caufe  of  God  and  his  People ;  it  save 
^further  Ground  of  Hope,  to  fee  fuch  a  Spirit  ofSupuica-' 
ir/d»  given  to  many  in  this  Town  and  Land  on  thb  Occa- 
flbh.  '  iFol-,  befides  the  folemn  Days  oi publick  and  general 
Prayei"  appointed  by  thefe  three  Governments  ;  t  )ere  were 
particular  Days  bbferved  in  feveral  Congregations  There 
were  alfo  In  divers  Towns  religious  Societies,  fome  of  Wo- 
men as  well  as  others  of  Men,  who  met  every  Week,  more 
privately  to  pray  for  the  Prefervation  and  Succefs  of  their 
dear  Countrymen :  And  I  have  been  well  informed  of  their 
extraordinary  Fervency,  Faith  and  Wreftllngs,  as  fo  ma- 
ny Jacohsy  in  this  important  Seafon.  Pfal.  cviii.  ic. — 13. 
wai>  ufually  among  bur  Petitions :  As  alfo,  *■  That  God 

*  would  preferve,  dire£l  and  fpirit  our  Friends  s  and  fur- 

<  prize  and  terrify  our  Enemies ;  and  make  them  yield 

<  without  much  Blood-ihed,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  the 
^Work  and  Glory  might  appear  to  be  his  along,* 
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2.  God  then  began  in  a  remarkable  a  Manner  to  hear 
our  Prayers :  In  that  when  fo  many  rej/els  fail'd  from 
Hence  and  from  New  Hamt/hlre  and  Canne^iicutf  in  fucji 
a  turbulent  Time  of  the  Year,  thro*  a  Courfe  of  Five 
Hundred  JlffUs  on  the  Ocean  j  they  every  one  arrived  b.% 
Canfo,  the  Place  of  Concourfe,  about  Jtxty  MiUs  on  this 
Side  Cape-Breton^  without  the  Ix)fs  of  more  than  One  Soht 
dier  and  Three  Seamen,  and  but  Fifteen  Sick  >  and  Time 
enough  to  meet  together  and  refrefli  themfelves,  and  get 
into  Order  for  their  Defcent  at  Louijbourg. 

3,  It  was  reniarkable  alfo,  that  God  was  pleas*d  t:  keep 
pur  Enemies  Shore  and  Harbour  inviron'd  with  Ice  longer 
than  ufuai :  So  that  none  of  their  Veflels  could  enter  nor 
go  forth  for  Intelligence,  'till  our  Twenty  Gun  Cruizers 
(which  our  Governor  fent  above  a  Fortnight  before  th? 
jReft  of  the  Fleet)  came  Thither  :  And  that  fome  Qi  their 
Vejfeh  coming  early  to  them,  both  before  and  after  the 
Harbour  was  open,  were  happily  intercepted  and  taken  by 
Ours ;  whereby  our  Enemies  within  fail'd  of  their  Supplies, 
and  JVe  were  recruited  by  thofe  without, 

.4.  That  by  a  mod  gracious,  feafonable  and  wonderful 
Direftion  of  God,  thro*  our  Governour*s  Sollicitations  thf 
Faii  before,  the  brave  and  aftive  Commodore  fVarren,  a 
great  Friend  to  thcfe  Plantations,  is  ordered  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  England,,  to  come  immediately  with  Thref 
Men  of  War  fton^  jfntego  to  Bojion :  That  on  his  Voyage 
hither  near  Cape  Sables,  he,  on  April  1 2th,  met  with  a 
Fijherman,  who  inform'd  him  of  our  Army's  being  gon^ 
to  Ciinfo  the  Week  before :  l^hat  on  board  the  Fisherman 
there  was  One  of  the  heft  of  Pilots,  who  had  got  out  of 
the  Way  of  our  Committee  of  War,  to  avoid  being  prefs'd 
for  the  Service :  That  tho'  the  Commodore  wanted  frefll 
Provlfion  and  Clop.ths  for  his  Men  in  fo  cold  a  Climate 
and  Scafon  j  he  wifely  confider'd  the  neceflitous  Cafe  of 
our  Army,  took  the  Pilot,  generally  tacked  about,  went 
after  them,  overtook  them  at  Canfo,  to  their  great  Joy  ; 
and  inftead  of  flopping,  pifs'd  on  to  watch  the  Harbour  of 
Louijbourg,  that  on  Supply  from  Canada,  Martineco  or 
France  might  flip  into  it  :  Without  all  which  a  64  Gun 
Ship,  with  near  600  Men  and  full  q(  Stores,  had  enter 'd. 


this  great  Affair  had  been  foon  defeated. 


5.  That  the  Commodore,  by  the  Fijhermen,  fent  his  Or- 
der 


for  the  Taking  of  Capc-Bfcton.  2^ 

der  for  the  King's  Ships  that  ihould'  be  found  in  thefe 
Parts,  forthwith  to  follow  him :  That  the  Filherman  i-ime- 
ly  arriving,  our  Govermur  immediately  fent  the  Order  to 
a  40  Gun  Ship  at  P'ljcataqua  ready  to  convoy  the  Maft 
Fleet  for  England:  And  tho*  fhe  ws  got  to  S^a,  yet  by 
a  Boat  the  Order  reach'd  her  ;  and  icnding  her  Fleet  into 
Harbour,  /he  bore  after  the  Commc  lore  and  quickly  join*d 
him.  So  that  our  Jrmy  before  they  fail'd  from  Canfo,  had 
the  Comfort  of  4  Men  of  Wary  under  God,  to  protect  and 
help  them.  .    ,    ,;         . 

6.  That  tho*  our  Fleet  and  Army  ftaid  near  three  Weeks 
at  Canfo^  within  20  Leagues  o^  Louijbourg,  and  within  Sight 
of  their  IJland\  yet  the  People  There  knew  nothing  of  it; 
till  early  in  the  Morning  April  30,  when  they  were  fo  fur- 
priz*d  to  fee  us,  that  they  had  no  Time  to  get  in  frefli 
Provifion  and  Force  of  the  neighbouring  Country  to  help 
them.  It  feems  very  wonderful,  that  none  of  the  French 
or  Indians  near  to  Canfo^  fhould  happen  to  fee  us,  and 
give  our  Enemies  Intelligence  of  us :  And  when  our  Fleet 
2xA  Army  were  compleat  and  ready,  the  Ice  went  off  at 
once ;  and  the  Winds  and  Weather  confpir'd  to  favour 
our  Defcent  en  the  IJland, 

7.  It  is  al(b  remarkable,  that  the  French  had  made 770 
Fortification  at  the  Place  of  our  Landing-t  tho*  'tis  faid 
they  defign*d  it,  and  were  preparing  for  it :  And  tho*  they 
had  Six  Hundred  TQguhr  Troops,  and  about  Fourteen  Hun- 
dred  other  Men  in  the  C/'/y,  that  yet  they  fhould  make  fp 
fmall  an  Oppofition  at  our  going  afliore :  That  God  fo 
encourag*d  and  help*d  the  few  who  landed  firft  and  cn- 
gag'd  them,  as  to  beat  them  away  with  the  Lofs  of  Eight 
of  their  Men  Jlain,  feveral  wou7ided^  and  Ten  taken  cap- 
tive,  without  the  Lofs  of  One  oi' Ours :  Thit  thereby  he 
ftruck  a  Terror  in  our  Enemies :  And  tho*  our  People 
were  fo  eager  of  Landing,  they  were  ready  to  quarrel  to 
get  into  the  Boats,  and  the  Surf  ran  high  j  yet  all  our 
Army  landed  fafely,  v/ithout  overfeiting  a  Boat  or  lofuig 
a  Man. 

8.  That  He  mov'd  them  to  improve  the  Time  and  forth- 
^yith  march  .,p  Five  Mi/es,  thro'  a  thickety,  rocky,  hilly 
and  boggy  Country,  and  enclofe  the  City.  That  in  the 
following  Night  he  led  Ibme  of  cur  Soldiers,  thro'  ftrangc 

places  to  the  Storehoufcs  near  the  Grand  Battery^  whi^h 
.     ,.'  was 
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was  ftrongly  fortified  with  Walls  and  Ditches,  and  at  each 
End  a  veiy  thick  Bomb-proof  Tower :  That  the  Store- 
houfes  full  of  combuftible  Matter,  being  fet  en  Fire^ 
burnt  and  flaih'd  in  fuch  a  Manner,  and  iii  the  Night 
encreas'd  the  Enemies  Terror :  That  the  fVtnd  z\(o  bear- 
ing a  prodigious  black  Smoke  upon  them,  in  which  ex- 
pe^ng  our  Army  to  enter,  they  were  every  Soul  frighted 
out  of  it  into  the  City :  And  that  in  the  Mornings  but 
S3  of  our  Men  obferving  there  was  neither  Flag  flying, 
nor  Chimney  fmoaking,  nor  Perfon  appearing,  but  the 
Gates  open,  &^.  ventured  in  and  took  PoiTeifion, 

9.  That  yet  the  Enemy  aware  of  their  fatal  Error,  fooh 
after  came  with  Forces  in  many  Shallowaes  to  recover  it : 
But  8  of  the  13  going  out  of  the  Battery  and  meeting 
with  about  8  more  of  our  Friends,  run  to  the  Water 
Side,  and  fo  plied  the  Boats  with  Small  Arms,  as  damp'd 
and  hindered  them,  'till  feeing  more  of  our  Forces  com- 
ing, the  Boats  turn*d  back  to  the  Town  again :  And  if 
they  had  come  but  one  Hour  fooner,  they  had  regained,  the 
Battery  before  we  found  it  deferted.  Arid  thus  this  ftrong 
Fortrefe  of  32  great  Cannon,  30  of  them  42  Pounders, 
which  might  alone  have  maintam'd  itfelf  againft  all  our 
Army,  the  LpRD  deliver'd  into  oyr  Hands,  without  the 
Lofs  of  a  Man,  or  Shot  of  a  Gun,  and  before  we  demoded 
it :  Whereby  he  at  once  fav'd  us  both  Time,  Toil  and 
Blood,  and  furprizingly  gave  us  a  great  Power  over  the 
Harbour,  as  well  as  fo  many  of  the  largeft  of  the  Enemies 
Cannon,  with  a  great  Number  of  their  own  Balls  and 
Bombs  to  improve  againft  thfm. 

10.  That  our  Army  was  preferv*d  from  the  dangerous 
Infection :  And  the*  being  open  to  the  Air,  Fogs  and 
Dews,  upon  the  Melting  of  the  Ice,  in  a  raw  Climate  and 
Scafon  of  the  Year,  the  Q^m^-Dyfetitery  feizcd  many  \  yet 
fome  of  our  Phyficians  in  their  Letters  fignified,  that  it 
look'd  almoft  miraculous,  they  fhould  fo  ioon  and  gene- 
rally, without  Means,  recover. 

11.  That  they  (hould  be  infpir'd  with  wondrous  CoU' 
rage,  Eagernefs,  yfiflvlty  and  unfainting  Strength :  Be 
fupported  under  their  extraordinary  and  conftant  Toils, 
Fatigues  and  Labours,  in  carrying  Stores,  drawing  Cannon 
over  Hills  and  Valleys,  among  Rocks  and  thro'  MorafTes, 
•up  to  the  Middle  in  Mire  j  and  in  digging  Trenches,  rai- 
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fipg  Batteries,  (irin^  Shot  and  Bombs  almoft  incelTandf 
both  Day  and  Night  againft  the  City :  And  that  God  fo 
fp^edily  taught  their  Hands  t§  war,  aitd  their  Fingers  m 
fights  as  prefently  to  throw  them  with  great  Exa&nefii. 
and  do  cti^ntinual  Execution  among  our  Enemies ;  dif* 
mounting  their  Cannon,  beating  down  their  Houfes,  Gates, 
Wallss  Flankers,  and  greatly  diftrefling  them. 

1%.  That  when  a  new  64  Gun  Ship  from  Franct  with 
n«ar  600  Men>  and  great  Quantities  of  Arms  and  Stores, 
came  (6  near  the  Mouth  of  their  Harbour  and  before  a 
fair  Wind,  that  two  Hours  more  would  have  given  her 
Entrance;  ihe  was  happily  difcover'd  by  fome  of  our 
iinaller  Ships,  who  led  her  along  to  the  larger  and  foon 
made  her  Strike,  tho'  after  near  twp  Hours  clofe  Ensage- 
ment ;  wherein,  'twas  wonderful,  (he  loft  above  30  Men^ 
fnd  they  but  5 :  And  tho'  by  tha  Fog  in  the  Night  they 
loft  h^r,  yet  in  the  Morning  they  happily  recovered  her  ( 
to  the  growing  Pifcouragement  of  the  Befieged,  and  our 
encreaUng  Strength  and  Benefit. 

That  tho'  to  Slow  our  Dependance  on  God  continually. 
He  was  pleas'd  to  fuflrer  the  barbarous  Indians^  twice  ta 
furprize  and  murther  fome  of  our  People ;  yet  in  feveral 
Land'Enctunterf  both  with  French  and  Indians^  in  divers 
Parts  of  the  Ifland,  He  was  pleasM  to  give  us  the  Vi£b!>ry. 
That  by  Means  of  the  extraordinary  Difpatch  of  a 
Mejfengfr%  our  Covernour  in  February  fent  to  the  Kino 
for  naval  Help  ^  God  was  pleas'd  to  fend  fo  many  Men  «/* 
fp^ar  fucceflively,  as  by  the  I2th  of  June^  with  the  ^ 
Gun  Prize,  and  thofe  who  were  there  before,  to  amount 
to  Eiiven  ;  to  the  finking  Fear  of  the  Enemy,  and  the" 
rifmg  Joy  of  our  Fleet  and  Army ;  as  alfo  to  preferve  a 
happy  Harnnny  between  our  various  Officers* 

That  tho*  God  was  pleas'd  to  humble  us  in  defeating 
our  Attack  in  the  Night  on  their  ilrong  IJland  Fort ;  yet 
He  happily  guided  and  with  furprizing  Strength,  Agility 
and  Qi^icknefs  helped  us  to  hoift  up  fome  of  the  heavieft 
Cannon  and  Mortars  on  the  Light  Houfe  Cliffy  which 
overlook'd  that  Fort  in  which  they  trufted  to  hinder  our 
entering  into  their  Harbour :  And  then  ajjifled  in  cafting 
our  Bombs  fo  exactly,  as  after  the  two  or  three  firft,  to 
throw  in  ivery  Om  of  the  reft,  and  do  fuch  Execution 
as  quickly  beat  them  out  of  this  ftrong  Hould  they  thought 
impregnable,  and  frighten  the  City  to  a  quiet  Surrender. 
That  Goo  ibou'd  move  them  to  it  io  that  mtitel  M§* 
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mm^  when  the  Navy  and  >/rxriy  had  juft  agreed  on  a  ge- 
neraiy  defperate  and  nerce  Affault  both  by  Land  and  Wa- 
ter }  which  was  like  to  be  exceeding  bloody  and  of  doubt- 
ful Confequence :  For  upon  the  Capitulation,  when  our 
Forces  entcr*d  the  City  and  came  to  view  the  inward 
State  of  its  Fortifications ;  they  were  amazed  to  fee  their 
extraordinary  Strength  and  Device,  and  how  we  had  like 
to  have  loft  the  Limbs  and  Lives  of  a  Multitude^  if  not 
have  been  all  deftroy'd.  And  that  the  Cit|r  fliould  Sur- 
render when  there  was  a  great  Body  of  French  and  /«- 
diam  got  on  the  IJhndy  and  within  a  Day's  March,  to 
moleft  us. 

That  in  all  our  clofe  and  conftant  AfTaults  and  Skir- 
miflies,  fome  of  our  Batteries  being  within  Pijiol  Shot 
of  the  City,  and  receiving  fuch  a  vaft  Number  of  Balls 
and  Bombs  almoft  continusdly  by  Day  and  by  Night,  we 
ihould  not  have  above  Twenty  Slain  at  our  Batteries <,  and 
not  above  a  Hundred  in  all ;  in  fo  raw  a  Climate  and 
Seafon, ,  and  under  fuch  Fatigues,  not  lofe  above  a 
Hundred  more  by  Sicknefs ;  and  of  fo  many  Vejfels  tran- 
fporting  and  cruizing,  in  fo  many  Storms  in  March  and 
Jprily  lofe  but  One  j  tho'  this  a  Cruizer  of  a  Hundred 
Jfleny  fuppofed  to  be  overfet,  is  a  grievous  Lofs.  ,  '  ^ 
,  That  in  the  Time  of  the  SiegCy  there  were  many  other 
furprizing  Events  in  our  Favour  —  Such  as  timely  Supplies 
to  our  Army,  either  by  Tranfports  or  Pii  f,v  f,  as  we  were 
near  to  want  them  —  That  the  very  Balls  from  our 
Enemies  Cannon  were  of  no  fmall  Service,  being  as  faft 
almoft  as  they  fell,  catch*d  up  and  put  into  Oursy  and 
returned  with  Advantage  — That  digging  a  Trench  to  pro- 
tect: our  Men,  and  meeting  a  Rock  in  the  Way  we  could 
not.  remove }  juft  as  we  left  it,  a  Bomb  from  the  Enemy 
came  down  in  the  moft  fuitable  Spot,  and  without  any 
Harm  remov'd  it  for  us,  &c. 

That  from  the  Army's  leaving  Canfo,  April  29,  to  their 
landing  May  30,  and  during  all  the  Siege,  there  fhould  be 
fuch  a  continual  Series  oHfair  Weather^  as  was  never  known 
in  the  Place  before  at  that  Time  of  the  Year,  'till  their  en- 
Uring  Into  the  Cityy  "June  ij  y  and  then  the  Clouds  to  gather 
Blacknefs  and  pour  down  Rains  for  Ten  Days  together : 
Which  would  have-fpoil'd  ourBatteries,  fiU'd  ourTrenches, ' 
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our  Hands,  and  led  us  into  a  Place  of  She^er. 

In  the  mean  wbiUy  it  is  alfo  remarkable,  that  the  North 
American  Coafts  have  been  unmolefted  by  both  the  French 
and  Spariijh  Wejl  India  Privateers^  'till  this  great  Affair  was 
endedf.  And  that  by  Means  of  Du  Vivier*%  Projed  of  taking 
Annapolis  in  the  Spring  or  Summer^  both  our  French  and  In- 
dian Enemies  have  been  all  this  Time  diverted  from  our  ex- 
pofed  inland  Borders ;  they  being  drawn  to  Menis,  and  to 
make  a  tranfient  Show  at  Annapolis :  So  he  was  guided  into 
his  mifchievous  but  fruitlefs  rroje£l,  and  to  go  even  to 
France,  to  promote  our  Safety,  and  give  us  an  unmolefted 
Seafon  for  the  taking  of  Loutjbourg.  , 

Laftly,  that  though  our  Governor,  our  General 
Court,  the  Counctl  of  JViar,  the  General,  the  Commodore^ 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  both  by  Land  and  Sea  have  dif> 
play'd  a  Wbnderous  Wifdom,  Zeal,  Courage,  Refolution, 
Diugence,  and  unwearied  Application ;  yet  they  have  the 
eminent  Honour  in  receiving  thefe  from  God,  and  in  his 
employing  them  to  atchieve  and  bring  about  fuch  a  glorious 
and  happy  Addition  to  the  Britijh  Crown  and  Empire :  Nor 
without  his  numberlefs  other  Dire£iionsyfou\d  all  their  Skill, 
Care,  Toil  and  Dihgence,  have  availed  any  thing:  And 
to  Him  be  therefore  all  the  Glory.  For  the  infinitely  infe- 
rior Brightnefs  fparkling  in  them,  is  wholly  derived  from 
Him,  both  by  his  original  and  continual  Influence ;  like 
the  Glitters  of  Diamonds  from  the  Morning  Sun,  and  when 
He  wholly  hides  his  Light,  they  vanifh.  And  yet  the  brilliant 
Diamonds  are  more  to  be  valued  than  unfhining  Pebbles. 

And  thus  have  we  feen  this  Parage  of  Scripture,  in  a  re- 
markable Manner  exemplified  in  the  prefent  Day. 

And  now  who  can  in  common  Reafon  deny  a  particular 
Providence  in  this  great  Affair?  Who  can  in  Reafon  ima- 
gine that  fuch  a  Multitude  of  various  and  contrary  running 
Wheels,  both  of  material  Caufes  apd  fpontaneous  Agents, 
(hou'd  all  be  made  to  work  together,  and  in  the  midfl  of 
Thoufands  of  Difficulties  and  Contingencies,  in  the  happieil: 
Seafons  coincide,  to  accomplifh  this  great  Event  ji 
without  a  supreme  Contriver,  Mover,  and  Director? 
We  may  a  thoufand  Times  more  confiflently  apprehend 
the  moji  curious  Engine  in  the  World  to  be  made  without 
Defign,  and  to  work  without  a  moving  Power. 

Yea,  thofe  who  own  not  Thefe  to  be  the  Operations  of 

God,  as  a  wife,  fovereign,  free,  and  a<^ual  Ruler  among 

Men  and  Elements  j  muft  not  only  deny  the  Scriptures,  but 

even  the  very  FcundatloKi  of  all  Kelijjion,  or  Adoration  of 
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this  Tupreme  Coveftior.  For  they  muft  4eny  there  is  aiTf 
Needy  or  Duty,  or  WUHom,  or  fearing  Him,  or  pnrfing 
to  Hi  At  or  hoping  on  Him  in  any  Emergencies  j  or  ot  ac- 
knowled^ngy  admiring,  praifine,  loving,  or  tbaalcing  Miai, 
for  thegreati/l  and  noff  tnarveiuus  Salvatims.       • 

But  as  for  Us  —  In  the  Name  of  God,  otit  God  in 
Christ,  yea  in  the  Name  of  the  Son  of  God,  asiupreme 
Lord  and  Ruler  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  of  Men,  Ang«fs» 
and  Elements,  we  lifted  up  our  Banners ;  To  Him  w« 
looked  and  prayed :  In  Him  we  put  our  Truft  and  fought : 
And  now,  tie  has  heard  and  profper'd,  to  Him  we  wiA  a- 
{cTxht  the  Prqtfe,    . 

Whatever  Injlrumenu  or  Means  He  usM,  we  will  blefr 
Him  for  them;  we  fee  them  form'd,  endowed,  excited  by 
Him;  W0  foe  them  in  his  m^ty  and  all-a<£liv6  Hands,  deri- 
Viflfl;Strengdiand  Guidance  from  Him,  and  employed  coitti^ 
nualty  to  fulfil  bi>  Pleafur^.  We  will  own,  the  Work  is  his 
In  the  higheft  Senfe :  It  was  all  comprehended  in  his  fo- 
vereigrt  view,  Defign  and  Providence;  begun,  carried 
on,  accomplifii'd  by  his  all-£overning  Wifdom^  Poww, 
andEfRcac^;  and  the  whole  together  is  msirvefious  la 
every  ieriousEye. 
When  the  Tidings  came  of  furrendrlng  the  Cihr,  ^  we 
were  like  Them  that  dream:  Our  Mouth  was  fllrd  with 
Laughter,  and  our  Tongue  with  fmsing :  £ven  the  Hea- 
then then  faidj  The  LoftD  haih  dime  great  Things  ftr 
them ;  and  We— 75^*  LoltD  hath  dene  great  fhiffgs  far  us^ 
whereof  we  are  gtad.  Not  unto  us,  0  Lord,  not  un- 
to u3,  but  unto  thy  Name  eive  Glory :  Our  God  hath 
done  whatfoever  he  pleafed:  The  Lord  hath  been  mind- 
ful of  us :  And  we  will  blefs  the  Lord,  from  this  Time 
forth  and  for  ever.  Thine  O  Lord  is  the  Greatnefs, 
and  the  Power,  and  the  Glory,  and  the  Vi£^ory,  and 
the  Majefty :  For  all  that  is  in  the  Heaven  and  in  the 
Earth  is  thine  ^  thine  is  the  Kingdom,  O  Lord,  and 
thou  art  exalted  as  Head  above  all :  Both  Riches  and  Via'^ 
nour  come  of  Thee,  and  Thou  relgneft  over  all,  and  in 
thine  Hand  is  Power  and  Might ;  and  in  thine  Hand  it 
is  to  make  Great,  and  to  give  Strength  to  all :  Now 
therefore  our  God,  we  thank  Thee  and  praife  thy  glo- 
rious Name.  Give  Thanks  to  the  Lord,  call  on  his 
Name,  make  known  his  Deeds  among  the  People  :  Sing, 
unto  Him,  fmg  Pfalms  unto  him,  talk  ye  of  all  his  won- 
drous Works :  Declare  his  Glory  among  the  Heathen* 
his  marvellous  Works  among  all  Nations/ 

O  that 
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'0  that  when  we  hare  fang  his  Praifi^  we  majr  not 
ungratefully  frrget  bis  fFerks,  or  return  to  Sin  j  which  is 
to  rob  Him  df  hb  ^fci-ved  Glory  and  fly  in  the  Face 
of  oar  great  Pveferver  and  Beneia^r :  It  is  the  vileft  £)e» 
gree  of  Ingratitiide  and  provoking  Bafenefe ;  It  is  to  fight 
agtnit  HiiR»  who  has  been  marvclloufly  fighting  for  us, 
and  giiren  us  a  wonderous  Series  of  great  Ssmrations.  Yea» 
this  win  be  the  dangerous  Way  to  move  Him  to  turn  ottr 
Emmy ;  to  change  ih6  Courfe  of  his  flighted  Oifpenih- 
tions,  and  give  thfPUce  into  our  Adverfaries  Hands  i^r» 
widi  a  more  dreadful  and  mifchievous  Increafe  of  Power 
than  ever,  to  punifll  us.  And  the  Sins  dl Dna^ennefs, 
PnfwmtioH  of  the  Name  and  D^  of  God,  Uhdedrnte/s, 
Infafiict^  OppTifisny  Contempt  of  Christ,  and  C^Rttm 
to  the  Purity y  Fewer  and  PraSfice  of  his  hofy  Reltgim  ; 
are  fome  of  tl^  higheft  and  mok  dangerous  Fhnrocations 
and'  Preparatives  to  ruinous  Judgments. 

'  Yea  difiingwjhing  Jppettranees  oi  GoD  to  fsve  and  pro* 
fper  us,  are  dijtingmjhing  Obligations^  not  only  to  diftin* 
guiflttng  Diegreet  of  Joy  and  Praife-i  but  alfo  to  diJUttguijh" 
ing  Dggre4s  <A  Pieiy^  i.e.  of  aoive- Gratitude  and  Love 
to  God,  of  perpetual  Contrivances  and  Labours  to  pro* 
nwcrhii  Glory  and  holy  Kingdom  inOurrelvcs  and  Others, 
and^  to  a  conftant  Life  of  Service  to  his  Caufe  and  Peo- 
ple. And  as  the  Faihre  of  this,  will  not  be  a  rendering 
to  Ebn  accordii^  to  his  Agnal  Benefits,  but  a  moft  »n- 
grateful  Treatment^  ofHSm ;  his  Eyes  are  always  on  us, 
to  obferve  us  nowy  and  to  judge  and  Recompence  u& 
Here  or  Hereafter, 

Buit  \et  us  rc^oice^  not  only  in  ntr  own  Salvation^  the 
Salvation  of  all  our  Colonies^  and  fome  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant Branches  of  th^BritiJh  Trade 'i—^'Qut  let  our  Joy 
rife  higher,  that  hcrdjy  a  great  Support  of  Antichrtjlian 
Power  is  taken  away,  and  the  vifible  Kingdom  of  Christ 
enlarged.     Methinks,  When  the  fouthern  Gates  of  Lou- 
ijbourg  were  opened,  and  our  Army  with  their  Banners 
were  marching  in ;  the  Gates  were  lifted  up-  -the  Cfates 
wire  lified  up-^aitd  the  King  c/Glory  went  in  with 
them.    Even  the  SoM  of  God,  the  Lord  ofHofts,  the 
Lord  flrong  and  mighty  in  Battle  —having  gain'd  the 
CbnquefV,  he  rode  in  Triumph  and  took' Pofleffion.  He  jTet 
up  his  Standard,  proclaim'd  hb  Gofpel  of  Peace,  the  Glad 
Tidings  of  Salvation,  open'd  the  Prifons^  redeemed  hisCapr 
tives,  and  began  to  receive  his  grateful  Inccnib  of  pure  Ado- 
rations.    O  that  There,  in  Purity  gf  Worfhip,  Dod^rine 
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and  Converfatioiu  in  t^  Power  qflpitGnctf  and  m  r^ 
Qlory  of  histioUneii,  HjBmav  ragnandfl^n^Qjffi^f^ 
Iflands  about,  as  long  98  the  Sun  and  Moqq  ^Mi^  >  /  : 

And  9s  'twas  one  of  the  chief  Difgraces  o^QLiAipK  • ) 
Reign,  to  refign  thisIJUmdtio  XhitFrenebi  it  is  h^^j^  tm<4  ^ 
the^lories  of  fc  Georo^  IJ*s  to  reqovpr  it  xo^Jfi$llij/k  \ 
£in(Mre.  O  that  it  may  remain  united  thereto  for  ^ipl^M ; 
fo  pnpetuate  the  Glory !  O  that  under  the  loHuence  pf  J^rlr  i  . ' 
t\lb  &trttes^  in  a  hafpy  Con/iitutiM  of  Ci^^Qf^ierfmnti  . 
2x4  ^^  DIVINE  Careaikd  Bleffing,  even  Lim^fkiif/iiCv^f » 
with  Capi-BrttMy  andall  Neva  Scotia^  ma,y  revive  and^u»/ 
rifii.  msy  ^ey  have  religious,  wife  and  generous Gtvtmers,  t ,/ 
tKat may  be  as  nurfing  Fathers  to  them*,  encoura^  them  or.  i^;^ 
Piety,  Virtue  and  good  Order,  promote  their  Trade,  and  .  /: 
prote£l  them  in  ^letr  Properties  and,  Libertieis.  2    ; 

Laftly,  may  this  iiappy  Conqueft  be  the  dawning  Earmfl  :  :  ■ 
of  our  DIVIN&  Redeemer's  carrying  on-his  Trium|nt; 
thio'  the  Nortb&n  Reghm ;  till  He  extends  his  Empjure  ten 
the  Ma^trn  to  the  JVeftern  Seoy  and  from  the  River  of  Co"  1 
fi4tkto  tbcEhd&oiJmenca* — TH£^ii«ni  the  uttermbft  , 
Pa^  of  the  Earth  fliall  be  heard  Songs ^  even  Glory  to  the '[  . 
rigiiteous  God  :  They  Ihall  lift  up  their  Voke^  ttiev  ikfiir 
iing  for  theMajefhr  of  the  Lord,  they  (hall  cry  aloud  fron  : 
liieSea;  they  (hall  glorify  the  Lord  bfi  theWood»  and  ;  \ 
Vallcn^s,  on  the  lakes  and  Rivers,  in  the  Mounteins,  in  tte  |  j 
KJanffs :  And  the  Heaven^  and  the  Earth.fliaU  be  fiUedUddi  7  -^ 
his  Glory,  and  ccchg  with  his  Praifc.    4MB  N^         ;  \%; 
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